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“A civilization which leaves so large a number of its participants unsatisfied and drives them
into revolt neither has nor desrves the prospect of a lasting existence.”
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CHRONICLES OF
DEATH AT IFFT, 2023

eath is an endearing subject for creativtiy and a
recurring motif for many - writers, film makers as
also in several other art forms. Right from the
ancient to modern literary classics, movies,
paintings and sculptures, potrrayal of death has
been a recurrent theme. Be it in the epics like
Mahabharata, in which about 18 lakh soldiers from
both the sides perished, Ramayana or the Greek
epics, Shakespeare's dramas, or the modern
literary works of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's novels -
One Hundred Years of Solitude, Chronicle of a
Death Foretold, Big Mama's Funeral, death has
found a deep resonance and its associated
situations have been depicted with utmost
intenstiy, gravtiy and depth. Perhaps an
unparalleled enactment of death can be found in
the Bali Vadham Koodiyattam, the oldest surviving
Sanskrit thetare of Kerala, wherein the maestro &
ANTO JOSEPR FILN CONPARY o
Padma Bhushan Ammannur Madhava Chakyar i assaciarien i AL NESA WERIK pacsonns
used to give 'breath taking' performance,
depicting the detailed death scene of Bali, who
was stealthily shot by the arrows of Sree Rama,
for more than nintey minutes! When it comes to
cinema also this has found an echo in several
works - in Ingmar Bergman's classic movie The
Seventh Seal, we can find an amazing integration

wunen s pcenes o IRORD VS

of well-known symbols of death that was in vogue sttt o ANTO JOSEPH.REETA PINTO

in the medieval art during the period of the Black o R L e
Death. The film Seventh Seal tells the story of a

Knight confronted by Death, and he challenges BN

Death to a chess match, in the belief that he can COMING @%ﬂep-&-

survive death, as long as the game continues. SOON | hotstar
Potrrayal of death is one of the most common
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themes in movies and death scenes, even though
unrealistic, often turn out to be capable of
touching the hearts of the viewers and evoke
strong emotions. Yes, DEATH is our constant
companion and the only definite element and
inevitabiltiy in our life! Hence it was no surprise
that Death found resonance and was tellingly
potrrayed in several movies that were screened at
the recently held 18th International Film Festival of
Thrissur (IFFT), 2023

The Husband, the Wife and their Two Dead
Children, directed by Babusenan brothers — Satish
and Santhosh - as the title suggests, is a brilliant
movie that explores death and loneliness as
experienced by an elderly couple who lead a quiet
life in a house on a hill. The couple lost their two
sons years ago, but the main protagonist, the
husband or father has an etxra sensory capabiltiy
of being able to interact with them. And in the
course of his interaction, one day the dead sons
inform him that their mother too will join them
shortly! The film is a compassionate exploration of
death and loneliness and how one should prepare
to make sense of it all.

Don't Bury Me Without Ivan a Russian film by
Lyubov Borisova chronicles thet ravails of Yakut
Stepan Beresekov, who often falls into a lengthy,
lethargic sleep, leading people to believe that he
is dead! lvan Popov, who is the son of a priest, is
the only one who is able to distinguish this strange
phenomenon. Stepan manages to escape burial
on several occasions, thanks to the intervention of
Ivan and then Stepan decides to follow Ivan who
has set out on a long ethnographic expedition, in
order to escape being buried alive! The film won
the FIPRESCI-India award for the Best
International Debut Film for providing an existential
and aesthetic experience.

Another film with death as an integral element,
Bullet Proof Children, directed by Indika
Ferdinando jointly shared the FIPRESCI-India
award for the Best International Debut Film along
with Don't Bury Me Without Ivan. The film is set in
the background of at rue incident set in the
backdrop of the 1996 World Cup Cricket final
between Sri Lanka and Australia. The events are
potrrayed in the form of a fateful bus journey to
Anuradhapura and contains ingredients oft ragic-
comedy, a musical and a thriller and a fantsay that

LEET

metaphorically potrrays a cross-section of the Sri
Lankan socitey and how they lived through war,
cricket, povetry. A povetry stricken couple were
forced to board the bus packing stealthily their
dead child in a cardboard box. The filmis a
testimony to the eternal innocence and goodness
of children that can withstand and confront
violence and oppression and explores how truth
can be articulated intertwining real incidents,
historical events, fiction and fantsay in cinematic
storytelling. Another riveting movie watching
experience was provided by the film 19 (1) (A)
directed by Indu V.S., by her expert handling of a
sensitive subject matter. The story revolves
around a lower middle class woman, who runs a
Xerox shop and leads a mundane life. Her
monotonous life takes a turn when a writer leaves
his manuscript in her shop for getting photocopies
and he never ever returns to collect the copy as
he was brutally murdered the same evening.
Gauri Shankar the writer and a human rights
activist, had just completed his work titled
'Karuppu' (Black, denoting the colour and caste
discriminations) and he had been shot to stop his
writings from being published. But as the events
unfolds, the woman realizes that Gowri Shankar
had deliberately left the manuscript in the shop so
that it will remain safe there. The woman
protagonist takes upon herself the responsibiltiy of
preserving and getting the work published and
becomes instrumental in upholding the rights
enshrined in our Constitution. The title of the
movie denotes the Article "19 (1) (A)" of the
Constitution that grants the citizens the right to
freedom of speech and expression. In the case of
Gauri Shankar, his voice and right to freedom of
expression has been stifled! The emboldened
woman ultimately decides to pursue her ambition
of going in for higher studies.

Even God Won't Forgive, written and directed by
Karim Berrhouma — a self-taught director and
scriptwriter — depicts the story of Tunisia's most
infamous serial killer, who murdered 13 children in
the 1980s and was executed for his heinous
crimes. The movie is a chilling spectacle wherein
several innocent children are brutally murdered by
the protagonist. In this death manifests itself as
the culmination of a perverted mind. Of course
one can find an overdose of chilling brutaltiy and
violence and may ultimately turn out to be an
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undesirable watch!

An interesting movie in which the main
protagonists, an elderly couple, beseeches the
conscience of the nation, to provide them a decent
death! Yes, It's Time to Go [Aata Vel Zaali in
Marathi], a dark humoured film directed by
National Award winner Ananth Narayan
Mahadevan, in which veteran actors Dilip
Prabhavalkar and Rohini Hattangady puts up a
sterling performance. The elderly couple is
relentlessly in pursuit of autonomy of existence,
as also the right to decide a happy ending to their
lives...death with digntiy. They feel that having
entered their last mile run of their life, they are
leading unproductive and obsolete lives. Hence
they seek a legally permissible and natural right
of undergoing active euthanasia instead of leading
a 'vegetable-like' existence or a life without the
presence of the spouse. The protagonist decides
to approach the powers that be, including the
President of India to fulfil their wish to make a
dignified, painless exit before getting reduced

to a vegetative state or live a life deprived of the
company of the spouse who might leave first.

But in the process the couple finds it next to
impossible to convince a disbelieving world of their
unorthodox outlook towards life and its realtiy. This
movie is an engaging journey of the quest to
embrace death in all its simplictiy and naturalness!
Working Class Heroes is a movie that chronicles
the misdeeds of greedy mafia-like businessmen
and the shady aspects of the construction
business in Serbia and disenfranchised workers.
Mixing genres with actors and non-professionals,
the movie directed by Milos Pusic, describes the
pathetic situation of the widened gap between the
haves and the have-nots. Often accidents take
place on various construction sites but more often
than not, no one was ever held responsible, no-
one cared, as if the lives of those people didn't
matter at all. The film effectively raises its voice
against such injustices and exploitation in a telling
manner!

The inaugural movie of the festival 'John' directed
by Premchand potrrays the etxraordinary life and
film journey of the maestro of John Abraham, the
renowned film maker from Kerala. John Abraham,
who had at ragic death by falling off a building,
carved a niche for himself, often with his unique
ways of film making. John believed in a somewhat

utopian or unrealistic (especially in the present
day world) of shunning the influence of 'capital' in
film making, with people's participation. The
gravtiy of his demise in a strange accident can be
felt even now as his movies are being analyzed,
watched by not only connoisseurs but the present
generation of film students, even after three and a
half decades!

The presence and depiction of death as a subject
or plot attains paramount importance, especially in
films. May be it is the certaitny or the inevitabiltiy of
death that
captures the
imagination
and attention
of film makers
as well as the
audience,
despite the fact
that often
death entails
unbearable
pain or creates
a vacuum in
the lives of
those who are
close to the
dead!

Bl MONTHLY | KOTTAKA | 39



Binu Raj R.S.

believe that expressions go
beyond already determined
lines of moraltiy and ethics
into a new territory. The
world cotnrols us with red
and green lights (as in
traffic lights); expressions
have rainbow colours,
liamitless shades." (Kim Ki
Duk)

Most of the films by the
South Korean director Kim Ki
Duk(1960-2020) deal with
the complex nature of
human relationships and the
conflicts faced by individuals
in an increasingly complex
social structure. Dukt reats
these subjects with such
mastery that the expressions
and gestures of his
characters give rise to many
layers of interpretation. This
article is an attempt in
interpreting one of his

The Monk
Wheo Plays Golf

movies which is mostly devoid of dialogues, and
hence makes maximum use of non verbal
expressions.

The movie 3-lron (2004) by Kim Ki Duk revolves
around three major characters- the husband, the
wife and the loner. (As the movie is some what
silent throughout and only a very few times they
are addressed by their names, it would be enough
to mention them by their roles, instead of names).
The loner is a homeless young man who puts food
flyers on locked house doors and breaks into the
house the next day if the flyer is not taken away.
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However, he is not like at ypical housebreaker. He
uses the house as his own- uses the food from the
refrigerator and the inmates's dresses, cleans the
house and washes the clothes. He even repairs
the eletcronic devices and toys. We don't see
anything being stolen by the loner from any of
these houses. He always keeps a digital camera
with him to take his selfie with interesting objects
or photographs inside the houses he enters.

The husband and wife, though leading a rich life,
are not satisfied with each other. The wife is
physically harassed most of the days. One day,
the loner intrudes their home, as the food flyer is
not removed. He begins to
use the household as his
own, not knowing that the
wife, who had been beaten
by her husband, is staying
inside. The wife watches him
repairing the weighing
machine, washing the
clothes, using the bathtub,
and watching the
photographs. Meanwhile a
phone call from the husband
comes, but not answered.
Only his (recorded) voice for
a reconciliation is heard.
Finally, when he sees her, he
suddenly leaves the home.
Later on he rescues the wife
from her husband and she
also joins him in his loner
games.

The question that arises here
is on the identtiy of the loner.
The whole movie indicates that he doesn't have
any home or relatives. He doesn't have any job
also. His indifference to the thrown away food
flyers indicates that he is not doing that job for a
living. For him, it is just a loophole to get in the
emtpy house. Yet he manages to keep a very
expensive motor bike. However he doesn't ever
make an attempt in robbery in the entire movie. All
these cotnradictory aspects point to his mysterious

identtiy. Let us have a journey through the major
characters and incidents of the movie to find out
the answer/possible answers for this question. The
husband and wife aret ypical representatives of
unsatisfied marriagehood. But the loner has a
dubious identtiy. His identtiy could be analyzed,
considering three aspects.

In the first place, we shall assume that the loner is
the alter ego of the husband. In the beginning of
the movie, we see the loner comes in front of the
house from where the husband goes out. This
very scene is strong evidence for this theory. We
see such kinds of characters
in movies like 'Anniyan'(Tamil,
2005) and 'Rab Ne Bana Di
Jodi'(Hindi, 2008). The
husband is physically
attracted to the wife. But the
chauvinistic nature of the
husband is a hurdle for him to
reach her. This makes him
more agitated. That is the
reason for his physically
abusing her. So, we can sum
him up as a husband with
sexual jealosuy. That is why
he locks her alone in the
house and scolds her for
keeping the door open. In the
very beginning of the movie,
we see the golf ball is shot in
the direction of the sculpture
of a woman. Later on we
understand that the female
character(the wife) is being
targeted from beginning to
the end.

However, the husband is not a person without love
for his wife. When we see both of them together
for the first time in the movie, the husband scolds
her for not locking the door, and even for wearing
a beautiful dress. The next moment het ries to
console her and tries to make love. She hesitates.
Then he beats her. After that he again makes at
ry. This shows that he really needs her love, both
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persons. The real husband is a

SUNDANCE FitM FESTIVAL « TORONTO FitM FESTIVAL « TELLURIDE FitMm FESTIVAL

middle aged man while his alter ego is

“STUNNING! THE TWO MAIN CHARACTERS NEVEK SAY A WORD
TO ONE ANOTHER AS THEY BREAK INTO VACANT APARTMENTS,
TWO MELANCHOLY LONERS WHO FIND A KIND OF DOMESTIC
BLISS TOGETHER. KIM KI-DUK MAKES SILENCE SING.”
~LISA SCHWARZBAUM, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

A Fim By Kim Ki-puk
A SONY PICTURES CLASSICS RELEASE Preseated by Happinet Pictares & KIM Kiduk Film

A FILM BY KIM Ki-duk “3-JJRON™ Starriag L H.'S(un§~
Directoe of Photography JANG Sevng-tack Executive Producers Michs

con JAE Hee

o WAW. con

FroM THE DIRECTOR OF “SPRING, SUMMER, FALL, WINTER...AND SPRING”

In Anccistion with Changeorzhm Film A KIM Ki-duk Film Production 1n Association with CineclickAsiz

o SUZUKIE CHOI Yong-bae
Co-producers KANG Younggu SUH Youngjoo Produced, Wnttem and Directed by KIM Kidek

], &w ,,4,5 ou Ve H.g SONY PICTURES CLASSICS™

a much younger one. This may
indicate that the husband is losing his
sexualtiy or he is jealous of his wife
because of their age difference. The
negative aspects of the husband's
character are finding a hide out in the
loner. The qualities the husband
yearns to have to impress his wife so
that she will love him back, are the
prime qualities of the loner. Unlike the
husband he is very silent. He doesn't
have any business affairs to burn his
head with. He is always with her, doing
household chores, listening to music
with her, drinking with her, selecting
dresses for her and so on. The only
thing that he holds tight from the other
self is the golf club. The golf club has
a prime significance here. The title of
the movie '3-Iron' indicates the name
of a particular golf club. This golf club
is said to be very difficult to play with.
Here, in the movie also, the husband
is assuming a role that he plays with
such difficutly.

Even then, the relationship between
the husband and the loner is

ambivalent. The husband is always
angry with the loner. The loner alsot

physically and mentally. But he doesn't know how
to get it naturally. Het ries to pluck it even before it
is ripened. He seems to be utterly frustrated
because of these failed attempts. His act of
playing the golf alone is an indication of his mental
disturbance. The loner is born out of this mental
turmoil. We have seen this kind of movies, like
those mentioned in the previous passage. In those
films the real hero/lover/husband and the alter ego
character have the same face/physique. Only
slight alterations are made in the hair style or
dressing. But in 3 Iron, they are two different

ries to provoke him. When the
husband was about to forcefully make
love with his wife, the loner diverted his attention
by playing golf in his coutryard, using his club.
This scene is a decisive moment in the movie.
Seeing him play golf, the husband loses his
cotnrol and leaves his wife to catch him, and
eventually he is being punished for illtreating her
(the loner hits him with the golf ball). Moments
later the wife elopes/escapes with the loner. The
loner keeps his golf club with him. Here the golf
club, which is indicated by the title also, gets an
etxra meaning. It becomes the symbol of the male
sex organ, which he uses to take cotnrol over his
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wife(as indicated by the golf ball directed to the
female sculpture in the first scene). But this scene
indicates that only the man who loves and cares
for her can make use of the golf club (the 3-Iron,
which is the most difficult one to play). Her body is
for the man who loves her. Otherwise we can
interpret it in this way- the alter ego of the
husband, which is manifested in the loner, is
devoid of all the negative aspects of the husband;
yet he shares the male organ (which is
represented by the
3-Iron golf club) with
the husband. Or
else, the husband
satiates his sexual
hunger through the
loner.

While analyzing this
possibiltiy bit by bit,
we come across a
seemingly
improbable
condition. By the end
of the movie, the
husband reunites
with his wife. The
wife loves him back,
cooks delicious food
for him, kisses him,
indicating her
interest in making
love. Even now, the ‘
loner stays with them !%z :

in their home. If he ol
would have been just the alter ego of the
husband, he could have gone by now, as the
reason for his coming is almost fulfilled now. We
can interpret it as the presence of love and care in
their nuptial life, or as the presence of the phallic
symbol which represents the necesstiy of sexual
love in a conjugal relationship.

This possibiltiy leads us to connect the movie with
the play 'Nagamandala' by the Indian dramatist
Girish Karnad. (The play was originally written in

Kannada and latert ranslated into English by the
author himself. It was adapted as a Kannada
movie in 1997). In the play, the hero, much like the
husband in 3-Iron, is a dull, loveless, morose
husband. But in the night, the husband peeps into
her room; now as a honey tongued lover. The wife
in the play feels the lover-husband (both the roles
of the husband and the night lover are played by
the same actor) as the manifestation of a king
cobra living in an anthill nearby their home. In
realtiy, it is the
husband himself;
but, without being
able to connect the
two etxremely
different characters,
the heroine thinks
that it is another
person. So, Naga
(the night time lover)
is an illusion created
by the heroine
herself. In the end,
like in 3-lIron, when
the husband and
wife are reconciled,
the other/lover does
not vanish. The
night lover hides
inside the home with
the couple, visible
only to the heroine
(the lover,
represented by the
cobra, entangles
with the heroine's long hair, in 'Nagamandala').

Here there is a turn of thought, and the loner of
the movie gets the second dimension. As in the
case of 'Nagamandala', he may be an illusion
created by the wife in the movie. Most of the time
he is visible only to the 'wife'. He has all the
character traits that are opposite to that of the
husband's. He participates in the household
chores. He is silent and adjustable like her. A fact
we have to consider here is that the husband and
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the loner have different faces. It may indicate that
he is merely an illusion, not the alter ego of the
husband. The loner doesn't have an existence. He
lives only in the mind/dream of the wife. Facing the
inhuman treatment of the husband she loses her
normal self and creates a world of her own. His
activities in the house are seen from the
perspective of the wife. In the last part also, he is
visible only to the wife. In the final scene of the
movie, we see both the loner and the wife stand
on the weighing machine and the machine
displays the weight as zero. All these indicate that
the loner is a creation of the wife in her fancy
world.

While analyzing this fancy world, we come across
another interesting thing. The partner in her fancy
world has more feminine features than masculine.
The so called feminine features like nervousness,
compassion, and care are the basic temperaments
of the loner. (The one thing that is different from
this is his breaking the houses. This may be
interpreted as a logical way out for her to get him
inside her house). This may indicate that the wife
is a lesbian in sexual nature. What she needs is a
companion with feminine nature. Her husband
lacks this nature. So she invents a character in
her own fancy world to be her companion.
Throughout the movie, the loner shows some
eccetnric charactert raits that are not human.
Sometimes he just vanishes so that others cannot
see him (as in the jail scene). This also shows that
he is an imaginary character created by the wife.
She has created him in her illusory world, and by
and by unsexing him so that he becomes a fit

company for her (the scenes where the wife
obstructs the loner from playing golf with the 3-Iron
club, which is a

symbol of the chauvinistic nature of her husband,
are instances of this unsexing).

Apart from these two dimensions, the character of
the loner might have one more layer of
interpretation. He might be a mentor to the
husband and wife. He supplies the wife with what is
absent in her husband. In progression, she finds
that the life with her husband is more real and
reliable to her. So she chooses that one, without
losing the world of the mentor. The mentor (the
loner) behaves like a typical Buddhist monk (a
constant presence in most of Duk's movies) who
practises both the physical and thet ranscendental
lives. The husband in the movie is more prone to
physical pleasures(he gives importance to making
love with her, sending money to her house; not
caring or supporting her). The wife, on the other
hand, needs a caring and understanding partner.
Apart from this basic difference in nature, the
husband and wife are perfectly alright. The
Buddhist monk (the loner) comes there as a
bridge between the husband and wife. At first he
resorts to home breaking so that he can join her.
Later he masters the art of hiding so that he can
coexist with the husband. His character suits both
of these natures(the blend of physical andt
ranscendental, as

symbolized by Yin and Yang). The monk who plays
golf is therefore a union of the physical and the
spiritual worlds.
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