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Real to Reel and More: A Short
Critical Note on Contemporary
South Indian Cinema

-Dr Ajay S. Sekher
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'Only the real, rare, true scientific minds can endure doubt,
which is attached to all our knowledge'.
-Sigmund freud
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The films from the
South address crucial
human and ecological
issues inmyriad
ways now. As hooks
exhorts intervention
is a possibility of
alterity and change
atlarge. Fims like
Avasa Viewham

or Amphibian

Hunt by Krishand
represent the
complex predicament
of the humanin
intersectional ways.

Real to Reel and More: A Short
Critical Note on Contemporary
South Indian Cinema

e Dr Ajay S. Sekher

Critically intervene in a way that challenges and changes.
-bell hooks, Reel to Real: Race, Sex, and Class at the Movies

inema is of ten seen as a playful fantasy and a visual product
Cof human imagination. It is of ten mistaken as an escape from
reality. On the contrary the evolutionary social history of cinema in
concrete contexts or cultural locations and the contemporary practice
of cinema prove that it is of ten wedded to reality and history
inextricably. Illusionism and escape from socio-cultural and political
realities have been the traditional dominant narrative tropes in
Indian cinema for decades. The late M S S Pandian has written a lot
on the precarious scramble of politics and cinema in South India. The
South Indian and Kerala films are now showing a remarkable sense
of reality, after spells of amnesia and evasions.

There is hope in this transition. As cultural critic and film theorist
of the oppositional gaze, Bell hooks, who passed away recently,
observed that the people are watching cinema and there is a power in
the gaze that is enabling. The films from the South address crucial
human and ecological issues in myriad ways now. As hooks exhorts
intervention is a possibility of alterity and change at large. Films
like Avasa Viewham or Amphibian Hunt by Krishand represent the
complex predicament of the human in intersectional ways. The frog
like human who is shot down at the end is an image of the vanishing
life and the equilibrium of our society and environment at large.

In Avanovilona by Cherry Govind and Deepesh T, the trans people
and sex-workers are juxtaposed with the social space of religious
minorities and the history of evangelism in Kerala in precarious
and paradoxical ways. Avanovilona is the Greek goddess of trans-
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sexuality; according to the authors; though
Aphrodite is commonly held as the god of
inter-sex people.

Experimental films on play making and
film making itself as a metaphorical social
act in our political contexts are making sense
and winning audiences in Kerala festivals
like Chavittu/Stomp by Rahman Brothers.
Shinos and Sajad Rahmans have created this
allegory of theatre to talk about the world
and the country in particular in suggestive
but unprecedented ways. The film premiered
at Rotterdam festival also pulled the crowds
at Trivandrum IFFK 2022 in March 2022. The
development of the third space in theatre
and cinema and in multiple intersectional
ways, seems to be promising and apt for the
times. The resurgence of theatre post Covid
is a coincidental reality in Kerala today.
Amateur festivals and performances are
revolutionising the visual performance space
hopefully in liberating ways after many
regressions and counter revolutions in the last
few years as the ones happened at Sabarimala
in 2018.

Many films in South India today are
addressing the long-evaded issue of graded
inequality and the caste question in various
ways. Kannada films like Pedro by Natesh
Hegde that make an artful difference in this
precarious politics of representation; falls
back to the stale aesthetics of reiterative
or Sanatana status quo and a consensual

Many films in South India today are
addressing the long-evaded issue of graded
inequality and the caste questionin various
ways. Kannada fims like Pedro by Natesh
Hegde that make an artful difference in this
precarious politics of representation; falls
back to the stale aesthetics of reiterative

or Sanatana status quo and a consensual
sort of apology for exclusions and violent
erasures or genocide while appropriating
and monopolizing speech and the critical
representations on caste andits kiling rage in
Indlia.

sort of apology for exclusions and violent
erasures or genocide while appropriating
and monopolizing speech and the critical
representations on caste and its killing rage
in India. When the economic determinists
are arguing against the critique of
representations, they expel the notion
of political representation which is the
foundation of democracy. But in mainstream
cinema there is an increased discussion and
mention of the Constitution and the book of
law now.

The potentials and possibilities of a
new South Indian cinema of survival in
centralised repressive times are imminent as
the mainstream commercial cinema itself is
showing new liberative trends of addressing
the graded inequality in multiple ways as
in new Tamil cinema. Kevin Joseph's murder
for an inter-caste marriage and many other
hegemonic realities of the present including
the Bishop episode are now being bravely
represented on the silver screen in hit movies
across Kerala. The complicit role of academia,
media and cultural institutions of the state
must also be critically represented in film in
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hindsight and farsightednesses in democratic
and enabling ways.

Some Malayalam films applauded by the
central institutions and at state level too,
are playing the melodramatic game of lyrical
fables while the Constitutional sabotages and
crises are on the rise; as many academics who
rendered and replayed the Purana recitals
when the violent riots were on in Kerala a few
years back. Such Mavarata and Ramayana
recitals called Mavarata Pattatanam by
doyen's of Kerala history like Elamkulam;
have created the groundwork for the
consolidation of a Hindu commonsense and
consensus in Kerala and led to the Sudra riots
that suspended the rule of law and destroyed
the Constitution in 2018. Over representation
for historically advantaged Savarna groups
was hijacked through pressure tactics
in Kerala. This hegemonic textuality of
Hindu epic narrations could be addressed
and deconstructed in theatre and cinema

GI KOTTAKA | MAY -JUNE 2022

hopefully.

The festival circuits and circles must also
wakeup and change to the stark realities
of growing inequality especially after the
riotous sabotage of the Indian Constitution
and its social justice foundation in Kerala
through the Viswasi Lahala or “Sudra Lahala”
of 2018. Over representation and monopoly
must be checked and equity and proportionate
representation must be achieved in every
realm lacking adequate representation of the
people or the subaltern. The complicit role of
academia, media and cultural institutions of
the state must also be critically represented
in film in hindsight and farsightedness in
democratic and enabling ways. The politics
and culture of representation is key to all
these efforts towards survival and rescue.
Let us watch the representations of the
films and the world at large through it and
critically engage with it all, for alterity and
posterity.
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